
Empowering the youth sector to
act sustainably
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A project that helps youth organisations understand
sustainability and apply it in practice by building green

competences and reducing their carbon footprint.
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Youth organisations lack practical tools to build

green competences and become more sustainable.

The challenge
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NGOs face growing pressure to adapt to green

requirements without adequate support.

Existing sustainability tools are not designed for

youth organisations and often don’t fit their needs.

Many youth sector stakeholders lack basic

knowledge about ecological footprint and climate

change adaptation.



Sustainable NGOs is a project designed to empower

young people and youth organisations to act more

sustainably. It develops practical tools that help

organisations reduce their environmental footprint

and improve green competences.

The idea
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What’s 
innovative here?
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Real NGO needs: tools were built around the needs

of youth workers and leaders, then improved

through testing and feedback.

Practical approach: combines online training with

clear guidance on reducing ecological footprint and

applying sustainable principles in NGOs.

Flexible and adaptable tools: developed with

partners across Europe and tested with diverse

organisations to support real use across different

contexts.



Encourages sustainable organisational practices

through online trainings for green competences.

Impact so far
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Promotes responsible decision-making with

an organisational carbon footprint calculator.

Supports practical implementation of the

European Green Deal through guidelines, and

multilingual tools for NGOs.

Environmental



What 
you can replicate
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Use simple tools (like footprint calculators) to
understand the environmental impact of your

activities.

Change everyday habits in your organisation to

reduce environmental impact.

Learn how your organisation or activities impact the

environment and take steps to improve it.

Share sustainability knowledge and tools with

others in your community and support local

initiatives that promote sustainability.



If this case sparked an idea, 
don’t let it stay on this slide.
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Follow Seed2Scale for more 
Social Innovation Spotlight episodes
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 Adapt it, remix it, and bring social
innovation to life where you are.


